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Agenda
◼ Overview of California Literacy

◼ Data
◼ Current literacy initiatives
◼ New legislation

◼ Local Initiative Examples
◼ Shasta COE
◼ Sacramento COE
◼ Sacramento Literacy Foundation

◼ Discussion
◼ What role can COE Board Members play in promoting literacy?
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Overview of California Literacy
Data
Current Literacy Initiatives
New Legislation
Discussion
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2025 CAASPP Data ~ English Language Arts

◼ 48.82% proficient overall, all students
◼ 1.78% growth from 2024
◼ 2.16% growth from 2023

◼ We still have not recovered from 
pre-pandemic levels
◼ 2019 = 51.1% proficient



SCOPE OF 
READING CRISIS

In 3rd grade, MORE 
KIDS CANNOT READ 
AT GRADE-LEVEL 
THAN CAN.

CALIFORNIA LITERACY MAP
(3RD GRADE CAASPP DATA)



SCOPE OF 
READING 
CRISIS

The Consequence



California’s Been Busy…
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● Golden State Literacy Plan
● CA’s Approach to Literacy and 

Biliteracy
● Literacy Roadmap

○ Literacy Content Blocks for 
English-Medium Classrooms, 
TK-5 and 6-12

○ Multilingual Guidance Docs
● Preschool Through Third Grade (P–3) 

Learning Progressions for Language 
and Literacy Development

● Screening for Risk of Reading Difficulties
● AB 1454: Pupil Literacy

○ credentialing, materials

● ELA/ELD Instructional Materials Follow-up 
Adoption

● AB 121: Literacy Professional Development
● Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists 

Educator Training Grant, adding Cohort 3
● Comprehensive Literacy State 

Development Grant
● Statewide Literacy Network
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The Golden State Literacy Plan
California’s Foundational Framework
California’s research-based English Language Arts/English Language 
Development Framework is the state’s evidence-based, foundational 
document to guide literacy instruction. It emphasizes foundational skills (print 
concepts/ alphabetics, phonological/phonemic awareness, phonics and word 
recognition, and reading fluency), oral language, writing, and comprehension, 
along with the vocabulary development and background knowledge needed to 
develop literacy for multilingual learners. In recent years, the State has made 
significant investments in evidence-based literacy and professional 
learning to support the implementation of the ELA/ELD Framework.
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The Golden State Literacy Plan

Sacramento COE 
is/ has been 
involved with 
nearly all of CA’s 
literacy initiatives.



WE HAVE LEGISLATION, NOW WE NEED IMPLEMENTATION!
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AB 1454
October 2025

PUPIL LITERACY: CREDENTIAL 
PROGRAM STANDARDS AND 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

SB 114
July 2023

 Reading Difficulties Screener 
(Paragraph 45)

SB 488
October 2021, 
Amended 2023

Teacher credentialing: reading instruction

AB 121
June 2025

https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/AB121/
2025

https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB1454/id/3266923
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB1454/id/3266923
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB1454/id/3266923
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB1454/id/3266923
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB114
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB114
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB488/id/2436581
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/AB121/2025
https://legiscan.com/CA/bill/AB121/2025


SB 488
OCTOBER 2021

TEACHER 
CREDENTIALING: 
READING 
INSTRUCTION

We have legislation, 
now we need implementation

California passed Senate Bill 488, requiring all teacher preparation 
programs to align with new literacy standards grounded in the 
science of reading. This law also called for the replacement of the 
Reading Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA) with a new 
evaluation tool—the Literacy Performance Assessment 
(LPA)—which will assess California teacher candidates on their 
knowledge and skills in effective literacy instruction.

This transition was initially scheduled to go into effect on July 1, 
2025. However, the California Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing (CTC) recently announced several important 
updates.
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https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB488/id/2436581
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB488/id/2436581
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB488/id/2436581
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/SB488/id/2436581


SB 488 WATCHDOG

Only 7 of the 41 California 
higher education 

institutions teaching 
teachers reading 

instruction were given a ‘B’ 
or higher by the NCTQ 



SB114
JULY 2023

READING 
DIFFICULTIES 
SCREENER 
(PARAGRAPH 45)

• SB 114 - Reading Screener. Signed into law by Governor 
Newsom on July 10, 2023. 
• The screening instruments were selected by the Reading Difficulties 

Risk Screener Selection Panel (RDRSSP), established by SB 114 
(TK-12 Education Omnibus Trailer Bill)

• Screening starts 2025-2026 School year. 
• Amira

• mClass with Dibels and mClass Lectura

• Rapid Online Assessment of Reading (ROAR)

• Multitudes

• PARENT ATTUNEMENT – How are parents finding out about this?
• Parent letters for struggling ‘at-risk’ readers.

We have legislation, 
now we need implementation



AB 1454 
&

AB 121
OCTOBER 2025

● AB 1454 – Science of Reading 
Legislation which was signed into law by 
Governor Newsom on October 9, 2025.
○ $200M appropriated for Teacher Training 
○ ~ $90M appropriated to develop Science of Reading 

Curriculum list which will be complete November 
2026

● AB 121 - Professional Development
○ Approved vendor list of professional 

development providers aligned with 
evidence-based literacy instruction

We have legislation, 
now we need implementation
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Questions?



Local Initiative Examples
Shasta COE
Sacramento COE
Sacramento Literacy Foundation
Discussion
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Shasta County Office of Education

Goal: To increase the number of Shasta County       
students reading at grade level by the end of 3rd grade. 
Strategies: Increase Awareness  & Build Capacity 

Shasta County Literacy Initiative 
Subcommittee Members:  Laura Manuel, Jackie LaBarbera, and Teresa Roberts
SCOE Literacy Team Members: Stephanie Byars, Holly King, Lauren Stroud, and

    Shere DePaoli



Shasta County Office of Education

             Indigenous Voices 

Grade appropriate books for 78 
school libraries, including the 
Juvenile Rehabilitation Center, 
and 1 set for the Local Indians 
for Education Tutoring Program
○ K-3
○ 3-6
○ 7-8
○ High School
○ Total: 1,014 Books



Shasta County Office of Education

Ignite Reading Shasta County

SCOE Board Literacy initiative 
supported 3 students at Anderson 
Middle School in the Cascade 
Elementary District. 



Shasta County Office of Education

                Reading Pals
The Reading Pals Pilot Program served 37 students, 
for approximately 22 hours each with 17 community 
members.  Most students showed growth in their 
reading scores. 

Alta Mesa 
Elementary

Meadow Lane 
Elementary

Share the best thing 
about Reading Pals:
“My Pal” (multiple times)
“Going from 2.3 to 4.1 on 
my STAR test)”

“Sounding out hard 
words with my 
volunteers help”

“I get to read books that 
were challenging”



Shasta County Office of Education

                Reading Pals
25-26 School Year
Schools Participating:

Alta Mesa Elementary (EESD)
Rother Elementary (EESD)
Boulder Creek Elementary(EESD)
Meadow Lane  Elementary School (CUESD)
Mountain View Middle School (CUSD)
Buckeye School of the Arts (GUSD)
Grand Oaks Elementary (GUSD)
Manzanita Elementary (RSD)
Bonny View Elementary (RSD)
Cypress Elementary (RSD)
Bella Vista Elementary (BVSD)

120 volunteers impact 

240 Shasta County 

Students

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdeMs-WRe0A


Shasta County Office of Education

Hopeville Screening
SCOE partnered with Sundial 
Film Festival and Reach Higher 
Shasta to host the community 
screening of “Hopeville” in April. 
Over 75 community members 
came to the showing at the 
Oddfellows Hall.

A panel of educators discussed 
literacy and answered questions 
after the film. There was also a 
link available for Shasta County 
educators to view the 
documentary



Shasta County Office of Education

      The Dolly Parton Imagination Library

Over 2769 families 

have enrolled with 

251 students 

turning 5.

The Dolly Parton Imagination Library launched 
September of 2025  in Shasta County. The program 
provides free books once a month to children from 
birth up to age 5. 

First 5 Shasta, SCOE Literacy Board Initiative and the 
Shasta County Library Foundation are the key partners.

https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/find-my-program/


Shasta County Office of Education

UFLI  Training
 (University of Florida Literacy Project) 

Approximately 75 Educators 
participated in the UFLI 
introduction hosted by SCOE 
and funded by the Literacy 
Board Initiative.

This impacts about 1,800 
Shasta County students 
grades K-2 building strong 
foundational skills. 

Each teacher 
received a class set of 
materials so they are 
ready to start 
implementing UFLI

 After this training, 36 additional 
teachers were supported in starting 
UFLI which impacts an additional 792 
K-2 students. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Jt67p2jzA0


Shasta County Office of Education

● Getting Reading Right Teacher Trainings (6 cohorts of 10-90 minute virtual 
sessions)

● K-2 Reading Difficulties Risk Screener Support for curriculum leaders and 
teachers

● North State Reading Consortium -Regional Teacher Trainings
● Far North Literacy Development Consortium/Comprehensive State Literacy 

Development Grant
● Ignite Reading  Online Tutoring Program
● Reach Higher Shasta Literacy Committee
● Literacy Coaching 
● Expository Reading and Writing Curriculum (ERWC) for high school ELA 

teachers
● Multilingual and English Learner Support 

SCOE’s Literacy Efforts 
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Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

Sacramento County READS
Initiative Overview



27 Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

Initiative Overview



28 Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

Grounded in the Science of Reading
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Sacramento County READS
Guiding Principles and Board Resolution

Visit our 
Sacramento County READS 
webpage to learn more and 

access resources and additional 
fact sheets about the initiative

https://www.scoe.net/programs/Academic-Instructional-Support/Sacramento-County-READS/index.html
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Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

Teaching & Learning
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Sacramento COE 
Court & Community Schools
▪ Focused on adolescent literacy success
▪ EL Specialist
▪ ELA Specialist
▪ Materials adoption

■ Achieve 3000
▪ Assessing each student upon entry

■ Differentiated instruction based on results
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Many Opportunities To Inform 
Teaching & Learning

Focused District & School 
Support for Improvement 

in Reading Instruction

Facilitating the 
County-wide 

Community of 
Practice,
ELA/ELD 

Network and the 
TK/K Network

Providing 
Implementation 

Support: 
Screening for 

Risk of Reading 
Difficulties 

Leading Statewide Work:
Literacy Coaches & 
Reading Specialists 

Educator Training Grant
 Literacy Roadmap

Conducting 
Regional 

Training for 
Early Educators: 

Joyful 
Literacy

And 
much 
more!

sites
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Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

Family & Community 
Engagement
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Advocacy
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Celebrating Literacy ~ 
Festivals, Family Nights, Book Giveaways
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Literacy Month Participation
Latino Book & Family Festival 
Date: Saturday, September 13, 2025

Sacramento BlkLit Book Fest 
Date: Saturday, September 13, 2025

Literacy Corner at ONE Natomas Farmers 
Market 
Date: Saturday, September 20, 2025

Sacramento Literacy Festival 
Date: Saturday, September 27, 2025
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Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library

▪ Children from birth to age five 
are eligible to receive 
high-quality books in the mail 
each month addressed to them. 

▪ Sacramento County families 
with children ages birth to age 5 
may enroll in the program to 
receive a free book each month.

▪ So far over 2,800 children are 
registered!
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Community Partners: It Takes a Village
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Coffee & Community

A virtual gathering of community 
partners three times per year to 
continue to inform our initiative, 
network, and increase partnerships.
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Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

Communications & 
Outreach



41 Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

SCR Quarterly Newsletter
● Introduction
● A Note From…
● Teaching and Learning

○ Educator Resources
○ RDRS Screener Support
○ Literacy Leadership - District Spotlight

● Literacy at Home
○ Activities and Resources

● Community Partners
○ Connecting and Engaging

● Professional Learning Opportunities
● Learn More

Sign up for our ListServ: 



42 Rights. Equity. Access. Diversity. Success.

Sacramento County READS Webpage

SCOE | Sacramento County READS Literacy Initiative 

▪ The Science of Reading
▪ Family and Caregiver 

Resources
▪ Community of Practice
▪ Fact Sheets
▪ Newsletters

https://www.scoe.net/programs/Academic-Instructional-Support/Sacramento-County-READS/index.html
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Sacramento County READS YouTube

Sacramento County READS - 
YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwDjCK1zrMW3gRByh2RVVSA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwDjCK1zrMW3gRByh2RVVSA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wU7Z_P8RZJ0


Sacramento Literacy Foundation Overview 
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NEXT STEPS FOR 
SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS 



MISSISSIPPI DID IT – SO CAN WE!
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Mississippi

85%
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Questions?



Group
Discussion

What role can COE Board Members 
play in supporting CA literacy and 
local literacy initiatives?
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Ideas…

◼ Promote, advance
◼ Use position to raise awareness in a community
◼ Testify at legislature
◼ Resolutions
◼ Lead/ launch initiatives
◼ Approve the budget; should show up as a priority in the 

budget
◼ Partner with community allies


