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CDE's Role in Supporting 
Our Most Vulnerable Students

• Driving a Systemic Approach: Every student deserves dignity, continuity, and an 
equitable opportunity to learn and grow.

• Foundations in the Whole Child: Our work is grounded in the understanding that 
learning is profoundly connected to wellness, mental health, and belonging.

• CDE's Partnership with COEs:
• Provide essential guidance and state-level oversight.
• Deliver data analysis and targeted technical assistance.
• Facilitate coordination among education, probation, and court partners.
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Ensuring Compliance with Legal Mandates

• Immediate Enrollment (EC Section 48645.5): Requires immediate enrollment for 
students transitioning from a court school.

• Credit Acceptance and Transfer (EC Section 48647): Ensures all coursework 
completed in court/community schools is accepted for credit.

• Non-Discrimination in Enrollment (EC Section 48645.5): Prohibits denying 
enrollment based solely on justice system involvement.

• Equitable Graduation Pathways (AB 2181 / EC Section 48645.7): Requires COEs 
to exempt eligible court school students from local graduation requirements under 
specific circumstances.
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Insights from State Data and Evaluation
• New Statewide Data: Provides recent and transparent information on the student 

population served.

• SB 114 Evaluation: A forthcoming independent report will provide new key data 
regarding programming, to be published as scheduled.

• Early Scan and Key Themes:
• High mobility and vulnerability characterize the student population, with 

disproportionate representation of youth of color.
• Preliminary analysis shows progress in graduation and credit recovery efforts in 

some areas.
• Outcomes are strongly influenced by effective inter-system coordination and 

stable transitions.
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Challenges and Priorities

• Transition Coordination: Inconsistent processes create unacceptable delays and 
can disengage students during critical periods.

• Accountability Gaps: Insufficient ownership of transition tasks results in 
administrative breakdowns and negatively impacts student progress.

• Reentry Climate Concerns: Students face skepticism and stigma upon reentry, 
undermining belonging and hindering successful reintegration.

• Data Visibility Limitations: Accountability systems lack full visibility into these 
students' experiences and outcomes, impeding targeted improvement efforts.
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Strategic Action Ideas for County Trustees
• Enhance MOUs: Ensure current and robust Memoranda of Understanding with 

Probation to clarify roles and processes for student transitions.

• Monitor Transition Metrics: Encourage monitoring of key metrics, such as average 
days from release to re-enrollment and credit acceptance rates.

• Leverage the LCAP: Strengthen COE local performance indicators to track and 
improve transition effectiveness for vulnerable youth.

• Invest in Professional Learning: Advocate for professional development focusing 
on trauma-informed and restorative practices to support student needs.

• Utilize Fresh Data: Review and disseminate recent data reports to inform local 
strategy and promote system improvements.

•  



Thank You!
Questions: Educational Options Office 

eoo@cde.ca.gov
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