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Speaker Bios

Joanne Finney, San Diego BOE

Joanne L. Finney is a seasoned educator and innovative school leader with more than 25
years of experience in both Texas and California. A graduate of California Baptist University,
she currently serves as Principal of SOAR Academy at the Youth Transition Campus, where
she is committed to creating student-centered, trauma-informed, and equity-driven
learning environments. Her leadership emphasizes literacy, restorative practices, and career
technical education, supported through strong partnerships with families, community
organizations, and probation. Joanne is the past Chair and current Executive Secretary of
the Juvenile Court, Community, and Alternative School Administrators of California
(JCCASAC), where she works closely with the Office of Youth and Community Restoration
(OYCR) to advance equity and student success across the state.

Dominick Robinson, CA Dept. of Education

Dominick Robinson is the Director of the Whole Child Division for the California
Department of Education, which oversees the Family Engagement Office, as well as the
Parent Advisory Council and Youth Advisory Council. Mr. Robinson was raised in Oakland,
California, and is a graduate of Morehouse College, Rutgers Law, The Broad Center, and
Johns Hopkins Carey Business School. He has held senior leadership roles in local and state
education agencies throughout the District of Columbia, Louisiana, Texas, North Carolina,
and California, where he acted as a community builder, program innovator, education
leader, and policy advocate. He continues to make an impact on the lives of students and
families in his role as the Compact Commissioner by supporting and assisting with the
educational transitions of military children.

Rosie McCool, Chief Probation Officers of California

Rosemary Lamb McCool serves as Deputy Director at the Chief Probation Officers of
California (CPOC), where she primarily focuses on juvenile justice policy and assists in
overseeing the association’s day-to-day operations. With twelve years of experience at
CPOC, Rosie previously worked on public safety policy at the California State Association of
Counties. She began her career as an Executive Fellow in Attorney General Bill Lockyer's
Office through the Capitol Fellows Program, relocating from southern California to
Sacramento. Prior to that, Rosie worked at the Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino,
California, and engaged with youth in the juvenile justice and child welfare systems in
Tucson, Arizona after completing her studies at the University of Arizona.



